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The Old 

76 Ave and 96 St N.W. 

The current tenant of the North West corner of 76 Ave and 96 St 

N.W. is a strip mall with 8 commercial leasing spaces and an esti-

mated 7 residential rental spaces available on the second floor. 

It is located on the boarder of two mature neighborhoods in  

Edmonton that are in the process of revitalizing, Ritchie and        

Hazeldean, and is mere blocks from 99th Street to the West and 

Mill Creek to the East.  

 

Tenants of this building include The Blue Chair Cafe, Szechwan 

Stir Fry, two hair salons and Ritchie Foods.  Unfortunately tenants 

such as K&K Food Liner and others have vacated the building, 

leaving holes in the curb appeal. 

  

As homes in Ritchie and Hazeldean are either renovated or torn 

down to make way for new ones, so to should the corner strip 

mall of 76 Ave and 96 St. 

 

The redesign that I am proposing provides the community with 

very similar amenities that were present in the old building, but 

does so in a more aesthetic and efficient use of the space which 

inspires COMMUNITY. 

The marquee aspect of the redesign is the COMMUNITY VESTIBULE that wraps around the South and East sides of the building. This undivided glass en-

casement of the store fronts will act as a communal area for human interaction, conversation and business collaboration. With a design for GARAGE 

DOOR style openings on both the store fronts and the front of the vestibule, the glassed off area will give the retail tenants the option of opening up the 

glass fronts in the summer to create a PATIO/MARKET feel to their store fronts, as well as the ability to keep the glass closed in the winter while creating a 

GREENHOUSE feel that allows for enjoyment of the winter’s sun shine. 

During the winter, retail tenants will be able to keep their store front garage doors open to the vestibule to create a more welcoming community feel to 

the row of shops. Access to the vestibule during the winter will be through glass doors on the front South East corner, on the West end, the North end, 

and also through the PARKING CONNECTION hallway.  

PARKING for the 8 to 9 retail spaces will be available in the back of the building on the ground floor and will be covered from the weather by the above 

levels. Having parking in the back makes the commercial location more appealing to walking traffic in the area with the welcoming vestibule lining the 

sidewalk. Covered parking in the back also reduces snow and frost accumulation on parked vehicles, which in turn reduces the need to idle in the win-

ter. The convenience for driving customers will be the same as with the old building thanks to the PARKING CONNECTION hallway and the doors at the 

end of the vestibule. 

With an expectation that the retail floor space may be reduced in comparison to the current building, RETAIL OFFICE SPACE for the first floor tenants will 

be available on the second floor. The second floor will also provide storage for residential tenants.  

As one of the most important criteria of success for walking friendly retail is the surrounding residential population, it was a no-brainer to add more     

RESIDENTIAL SUITES to the redesign. The new building will provide somewhere between 10 to 12 rental spaces on the 3rd and 4th floors.  
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